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APOLLO 12 LUNAR-SAMPLE INFORMATION

By Jeffrey Warner, Compiler
Manned Spacecraft Center

SUMMARY

The second manned lunar landing occurred on November 19, 1969, when the
Apollo 12 lunar module touched down on the Ocean of Storms. The scientific data ob-
tained between November 25, 1969, and January 30, 1970, during the preliminary ex-
amination of the lunar samples returned from the Apollo 12 mission are presented in
this report. Descriptions of the sample-collecting tools and techniques and of the con-
tingency, selected, documented, and tote-bag samples are given. A preliminary
search was conducted to determine the localities and orientations of the samples on
the lunar surface; however, much work remains to be done to complete this task.
Mineralogical /petrological, chemical, gamma-ray spectrometry, noble gas, total
carbon, organic mass-spectrometry, and organic-monitor analyses were performed
on the lunar samples, and the results are given and discussed.

Photographs and detailed descriptions of the samples, plots and descriptions of
the samples and controls that were subjected to organic analysis, and details of the
organic-coantamination monitors and controls are presented. Photographic documenta-
tion is presented in (1) a log of all photographs taken both on the lunar surface and in
the Lunar Receiving Laboratory, (2) an index of photographs by sample number and an
index of samples by photograph number, and (3) a cross-reference of samples with the
lunar-surface collection locations, photographs, and chronological sequence.

The major findings of the preliminary examination of the Apollo 12 lunar samples
can be contrasted with the major findings of the samples from the first manned lunar
landing (the Apollo 11 mission which landed on the Sea of Tranquility on July 20, 1969)
as follows.

1. Although still old by terrestrial standards, the Apollo 12 rocks are approxi-
mately 1 billion years younger than the Apolio 11 rocks.

2. Whereas microbreccias comprised approximately one-half of the Apollo 11
samples, the Apollo 12 suite contained only two breccias in the 45 rocks returned.

3. The regolith at the Apollo 12 site was approximately one-half as thick as that
at the Apollo 11 site.

4. Considerably less solar-wind material was found in the Apollo 12 fines than
in the Apollo 11 fines.



5. The crystalline rocks in the Apollo 12 collection, in contrast to those from
the Apollo 11 mission, displayed a wide range in both modal mineralogy and primary
texture.

6. Chemically, the ''nonearthy'' character (high refractory and low volatile-
element concentrations) of the Apollo 11 samples was evident in the Apollo 12 samples
but to a lesser degree.

7. The chemical composition of the Apollo 12 fines equaled that of the breccias
put did not equal that of the crystalline rocks; this was not observed in the Apollo 11
samples.

Much of the sample information given in this document was collected under less
than optimum conditions and in a short time; therefore, all data should be considered
preliminary.

INTRODUCTION

This document is a rapid compilation of the scientific data about the lunar sam-
ples returned by the Apollo 12 crew. The purpose of this report is to provide the
lunar-sample Principal Investigators and other scientists with general information
concerning the total lunar samples returned and with specific information about individ-
ual samples that were distributed for detailed analyses. It is hoped that this document
will aid the Principal Investigators in putting the samples they receive into the larger
context of lunar science. This report is a companion document to the NASA Apollo 12
Preliminary Science Report.

The following information is contained in the appendixes: (1) Mineralogical/
petrological descriptions of the samples (appendix A); (2) results of the total carbon
and organic analyses (appendix B); (3) the organic monitors (appendix C); (4) 2 com-
prehensive photographic index (appendix D); and (5) major updates to July 31, 1970
(appendix E).

The data contained in this report were collected in the Lunar Receiving Labora-
tory (LRL) at the Manned Spacecraft Center (MSC) by the lunar sampie Preliminary
Examination Team (PET) and the Lunar Field Geology Experiment Team during and
immediately after the Apollo 12 mission. Team members are as follows.

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS AND X-RAY GROUP:

J. H. Allen, Brown and Root- J. R. Martin, BRN

Northrop (BRN) W. B. Nance, BRN
A. D. Bennett, BRN S. R. Taylor, Australian National
J. B. Dorsey, BRN University

P. H. Johnson, BRN






