Honorxable Frank Press

Director

Office of Science and ?achnelogy Policy

BExecutive Office of the President

Washington, DC 20500 -

Deaxr Franks:
Thig letter is in responsa to the cuestion you posed

recently when we discussed the NASA decision to *
teminate Apolle Lunar Surface Experimentg Packages

{ALEEP's) monitoring at the end of Ssptember 1977.

You asgked specifically what we were trading ALSEP
for. Since our discussion, I have received a
priefing from Dr. Bosl ﬁinnarg with regaxd to the
BiSEP decizion.

The decision to terminate monitoring of the science
data being retuzned by the ALSEP's was based oir a
veview of the results that could bs expected from
an additional year of operation versus the needs for
funds in other lunar program areas. As you ave avarae,
the collection and analysis of data from moet of the
ALSEP instruments have been completed. The seismic
and heat. flow instruments are the only ones that
have been monitorsd in the past year and that could
be monitored profitably in the future, A comparison
of results that could be expected from am additional
year of monitoring the seismic stations with results
that could ba achieved by bolstering the declining
funds of the lunar sample analysis program resulted
in ths present decision. In essence, tha ALSEP
funds were traded for a sustained lunar sample
analysis program. W2 algso examined the 0SS program
to determine if tha reguired funds wers availabla
{a-proximately $14) what would be the compating
prograns. Our conclusion was that science
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iagtyagaﬁt'é@vai¢§&@nt and £flizht progras neads
be of a hlghesr priority Chan ALSZP.

I 2m aware of ths 4grest contribution which tha ALSEP
exparinents, and ths selswology axpevimenis in
particular, have mades to our undesrstanding of ths
Poon and to our knowladus of our solar gyvestea. They
werge certainly one of the most suscessiul experipents
which 2454 has conducted. I as comvinosd that the
decision, with which 1 condur, waz zade carefully
and in ths context of the tokal lunsr program.

Vary truly yours,
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